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This Housing Resource Guide would not have been possible without the help, support 
and generosity of our members, sponsors, and partners. Thank you!

 
This  2016 edition of the Housing Resource Guide was updated by board members 
Matt Sullivan and Kenn Ortmann, both of whom also serve on the WHC Outreach and 
Education Committee.  

 
The Workforce Housing Coalition (WHC) is committed to efforts to increase the supply of workforce housing in the 
Greater Seacoast region of New Hampshire and Maine. In fact, the region is reported to be one of the least af-
fordable regions in the country. High housing costs produce harmful economic, social and environmental impacts. 
Many people cannot afford to reside within the communities in which they work. This increases commuting distanc-
es, which in turn harms the environment and limits time for civic engagement and recreation. Those who cannot 
afford to live in the area, often move away, leaving employers who are unable to hire and retain the workers they 
need to sustain and grow their businesses to provide the products and services we want and need. 
 
The Workforce Housing Coalition of the Greater Seacoast is an education and outreach initiative. We build support 
for workforce housing by educating municipal officials, developers and community members.
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OUR PARTNERS
Citizens who are concerned that many are “priced out” of the region.

Employers whose workers want greater housing choices.

Municipalities working to improve the local climate for housing.

Housing industry professionals eager to meet the need for workforce housing.

The Regional Economic Development Center (REDC) is a private, non-profit 
organization that offers technical assistance, financing through various funding 
sources and partnerships, credit counseling, dedicated work space for start-
up businesses, business development training, and referrals to its extensive 
network of partners. The REDC seeks to promote responsible, sustainable 
economic development activities within the 42 communities that reside in its 
territory. One of REDC’s Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 
(CEDS) goals is to support the development of diversified housing options 
for all income levels to ensure the availability of workers for expanding 
businesses and new firms in the region. To work towards achieving this goal, 
REDC is pleased to be partnering with the Workforce Housing Coalition 
of the Greater Seacoast, to help bring the Housing Resource Guide to the 
communities in our region.  www.redc.com

REDC
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For technical assistance, contact 
REDC Business Advisor Chris 
Duffy at Chris@redc.com.

For Brownfields funding, contact 
REDC President Laurel Bistany 
at Laurel@redc.com.
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We are the Workforce Housing Coalition of the Greater Seacoast of New Hampshire and Maine. Our mission 
is ensuring “the development of a range of housing options for the diverse workforce of the greater seacoast 
region of New Hampshire and Maine”. Our strategy is to be a catalyst through creating sustaining and nurturing 
a united coalition of business, government and community groups to accomplish our goals.  We educate, advocate, 
and engage the communities we serve on the importance of diversified, accessible and available housing for 
professionals.    

We serve 54 communities in the greater seacoast region of New Hampshire and Maine. We serve community at 
all levels by being a proactive voice and catalyst to bring all parties together to ensure the professional workforce 
is able to live in the community in which they work. We serve as a voice to planning and economic development 
on behalf of the social, cultural, and economic value of having diversified housing options that serve “young” 
professionals to “empty –nester” professionals, including but not limited to nurses, doctors, teachers, police officers, 
and fire-fighters. We are the voice of the employer and employees, of creative civic, social, government, business 
leaders, as well as the professional workforce of a community to approach housing interests with creativity and 
innovation to ensure housing exists for an entire community at all phases of a professional resident’s life.   

Our current annual program of work includes, but is not limited to: 

➢ Educate and Advocate – For workforce housing through active engagement with government officials, 
municipal experts, business leaders and more on the importance of each community having diversified housing 
options for the professionals of the community.

➢ Two Charrettes each year – Planners, architects, designers, business leaders, property owners and abutters 
all come together for three days to discuss the future plans for their respective communities so that meaningful 
conversation and visioning will occur while producing tangible concepts for mixed –use piolet projects.

➢ Community  Liaison – To serve as a bridge between each of the communities we serve and the board of 
Directors of the Workforce Housing Coalition and its stakeholders.

➢ Video Modules – A four-module Video series  was created to teach  town officials and residents about 
workforce housing.

➢ The Workforce Housing Resource  Guide – Publish an annual resource guide for the community that overviews 
everything needed to know about the housing market of the seacoast. 

➢ Annual Celebration – An annual celebration that brings advocates and stakeholders together to build 
relations and learn  about the issue, while building consensus about the future.

ENGAGE. EDUCATE. ADVOCATE.
WHO WE ARE

WHO WE SERVE

WHAT WE DO
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The Workforce Housing Coalition of the Greater Seacoast originally compiled this Housing Resource Guide in the 
summer of 2013 and updated it in 2015. This year it is intended to provide existing and would-be residents of the 
region with information and resources to help find housing in the Greater Seacoast area for 2016.

INTRODUCTION

ABOUT US
The Workforce Housing Coalition of the Greater Seacoast 
is a nonprofit organization that depends on community 
support and involvement. We advocate for a balance-supply 
of quality workforce housing in Strafford and Rockingham 
Counties, New Hampshire and York County, Maine.

We are building support for workforce housing development 
by educating municipal officials, housing developers and 
community members about the importance of having varied  
quality,accessible, and available housing options for all.

Interested in finding out more about us? Stay informed of 
upcoming Coalition news and events!

www.seacoastwhc.org

www.facebook.com/

WorkforceHousingCoalition

www.twitter.com/SeacoastWHC

McConnell Center Suite 302A
61 Locust St. 
Dover, NH 03820

(603) 205-0539

info@seacoastwhc.org

LOOKING FOR HOUSING?
We all know someone who needs workforce housing. Young professionals, teachers, nurses, firefighers, police 
officers, those who take care of our children, our seniors, and our communities.  For example, teachers, healthcare 
workers, artists, municipal employees, and the other workers who provide essential services in our communities like 
retail, manufacturing, and hospitality workers. Workforce housing includes single-family homes, condominiums, and 
apartments.

In a region with high housing costs, and often limited choices for people on a budget, we know it can be difficult to 
find a place to call home. This guide is a tool that will help you in your search for a home to rent or buy.

Workforce Housing means a broad range of owner-occupied and rented housing, meeting the needs of families 
and individuals that represent the majority of a diverse workforce and whose household income is generally 80% 
to 120% of the area median.

Workforce Housing is permanent, quality housing, intended as a primary year-round residence, that is available to 
households regardless of age.

Workforce Housing is best provided near places of employment, minimizing commutes and allowing for work, family, 
and community engagement. 

WHAT IS WORKFORCE HOUSING?
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Housing is generally accepted as affordable if it doesn’t demand more than 30% of your monthly gross income 
(before taxes). Of course other debts, such as a car payment, credit card bills, or student loans have to be considered.

Our region’s supply of rental housing is in high demand, so apartments are quickly rented. Put yourself at an 
advantage by conducting a thorough search. You will find apartments listed for rent:

RENTING
WHAT CAN I AFFORD?

WHERE DO I LOOK FOR A HOME APARTMENT TO RENT?

       Craigslist - nh.craigslist.org

       Apartment Rental Websites:

 www.forrent.com/find/NH/metro.../Portsmouth

 www.zillow.com/portsmouth-nh/apartments/

 www.apartmentguide.com/apartments/New-  
 Hampshire/Portsmouth/
 
 www.apartmentlist.com/nh/portsmouth
  
 www.apartments.com/portsmouth-nh/

 www.rent.com 

 www.trulia.com/for_rent/Portsmouth,NH/

 www.realtor.com 
 
 www.homes.com/rentals/portsmouth-nh/

      Local Newspapers

 Foster’s www.fosters.com

 Seacoast Online www.seacoastonline.com

 Portland Press Herald www.pressherald.com

 A list of NH newspapers can be found here: 
 www.onlinenewspapers.com/usstate/    
 usnewham.htm

 A list of Maine newspapers can be found   
 here: 
 www.onlinenewspapers.com/usstate/usmaine.htm

      Property Management Companies

 Arthur Thomas Properties 
 www.arthurthomasproperties.com

 BBB Listings 
 www.bbb.org/concord/accredited-business-  
 directory/property-management

 Cheney Property Management 
 www.cheneyne.com/rentals.cfm

 Chinburg Properties  
 www.chinburg.com

 CP Management 
 www.cpmanagement.com

 Executive Properties  
 www.executiveproperties.com

 JCM Management 
  www.jcmmanagement.com
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Landlords look for prospective tenants who will reliably pay rent and not hinder the peace and enjoyment of other 
tenants. They may have a rental application including an application fee that includes a criminal record check, 
credit check, and request personal and professional references. Most will ask for a security deposit, in the amount 
of one month’s rent, and your first month’s rent.

WHAT DOES A LANDLORD LOOK FOR IN A TENANT?

In New Hampshire:
When you rent housing, there are many laws that affect your relationship, as a tenant, with your landlord. 
Be sure you know what's expected of you - and what you can expect in return. New Hampshire Legal Aid 
provides a pamphlet that includes everything from Rental Agreements and Housing Standards to information 

on Rent Withholding. Go to this page on New Hampshire Legal Aid’s website to learn more:

www.nhlegalaid.org/self-help-guides/housing/tenants-rights/tenants-rights

A landlord who owns more than six units can ask for no more than one month's rent or $100, whichever is larger, 
as a security deposit. The landlord must keep security deposits in a special escrow account or post a bond with the 
local municipality to secure repayment.

New Hampshire Department of Justice has put together a Consumer Source-book for renting, security deposits, and 

evictions: http://www.doj.nh.gov/consumer/sourcebook/renting.htm

In Maine:
For information on tenants’ rights and obligations under Maine law, see The Rights of Tenants in Maine, an 
easy-to read handbook published by Pine Tree Legal Assistance, or The Maine Attorney General’s Consumer 

TENANT’S RIGHTS

 JPK Properties 
 jsabin2@myfairpoint.net
 1 New Hampshire Avenue # 125
 Portsmouth, NH 03801
 Phone: (603) 766-4993

 Purcell Management  
 www.purcellmanagementllc.com

 Winsor Brook Property Advisors 
 www.winsorbrook.com

 Winn Residential 
 www.winncompanies.com

 Check your local yellow pages for potential   
 additional property management companies.

     Apartment Communities

 www.seacoastrealestate.com 
 An easy search for housing in the Greater   
 Seacoast area.

 www.forrent.com  
 Customizable search options to fit your needs.

 Human Resource Departments  
 Ask your HR personnel where most employees  
 live.

 Word of mouth 
 Ask family, co-workers and friends for   
 recommendations.
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SUBSIDIZED APARTMENTS 
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Law Guide, which includes chapters on consumer rights when renting an apartment (Chapter 14), consumer rights 
when living in a mobile home (Chapter 15), and a model landlord-tenant lease agreement (Chapter 16).

The Rights of Tenants in Maine Handbook - www.ptla.org/rights-tenants-maine

Maine Atty. General's Consumer Law Guide - www.maine.gov/ag/consumer/consumer_law_guide.shtml  

With rents rising faster than incomes, rental-housing costs are increasingly out of reach for many lower income 
Greater Seacoast workers. Rental assistance, either in the form of housing choice vouchers or subsidized apartments, 
can help. Vouchers can help pay your rent in the apartment of your choice. Subsidized apartments provide qualified 
tenants affordable (usually below market) rents. Waiting lists can be long, so you may want to apply for both.

The US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) helps apartment owners offer reduced rents to low-
income tenants. In New Hampshire, this federal program is administered through the NH Housing Finance Authority 
(NHHFA) as well as through some individual municipal housing authorities.

Apartments where such rent subsidies may be available are included in the Directory of Assisted Housing, which 
is updated and published on a regular basis by NHHFA. The Directory contains information about properties with 
federally funded rent subsidies for low-income families and seniors and provides consumers, housing interest groups 
and others with a guide to rent-assisted housing facilities throughout the State. To apply for rent-subsidized housing, 
you should contact or visit the apartment building that interests you to determine availability. The publication is 
organized by county and community and can be found on NHHFA’s website:

www.nhhfa.org/rental-housing-directory-assisted-housing.cfm

The principal goal of the Federal Housing Choice Voucher Program (also known as Section 8) is to provide safe, 
decent, sanitary and affordable housing to very low-income households, the elderly, and the disabled in the private 
market. Since housing assistance is provided on behalf of the family or individual, participants are able to find their 
own housing, including single-family homes, townhouses and apartments.

Program eligibility and assistance is based upon income and household size. Through the program, a qualified 
household pays a portion of their adjusted income towards rent and utilities and New Hampshire Housing pays 
the remainder directly to the landlord. The rental unit is selected by the household and must meet certain housing 
quality standards.

In Maine:
Programs offered by the Maine State Housing 
Authority:

       Housing Choice Vouchers
                 Family Self-Sufficiency Program
                 Stability through Engagement Program

More information on these programs in Maine can be 

found at: www.mainehousing.org/programs-services/rental

FEDERAL HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER(Section 8)

In New Hampshire:
For program eligibility and information, follow 
this link to the New Hampshire Housing website:

www.nhhfa.org/rental-housing-choice-vouchers.cfm



In New Hampshire:
New Hampshire Coalition to End Homelessness works to eliminate the causes of homelessness through 
research, education, and advocacy. They offer the resource called home4hope.com, where they have 
extensive information in these areas:

     Housing & Shelter Help
     Food, Welfare & Community Help
     Health & Medical Help

HOMELESSNESS SERVICES

FAIR HOUSING
In New Hampshire:
Section 345 – A:8 of the New Hampshire State Title 
XXXI Trade and Commerce states:  ...there is to be equal 
housing opportunity without discrimination.  Declared as 

a civil right, everyone has the opportunity to obtain housing 
without discrimination regardless of age, sex, race, creed, 
color, marital status, familial status, physical or mental disability 
or national origin.  In addition, no person shall be denied the 
benefit of the rights afforded by this section on account their 
sexual orientation.  

www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/xxxi/354-a/354-a-mrg.htm

In Maine:
Chapter 337 of Maine’s Human Rights Act, subchapter 
4 states: ... every individual has the opportunity to 
secure housing in accordance with their ability to pay, 

and without discrimination regardless of race, color, sex, sexual 
orientation, physical or mental disability, religion, ancestry, 
national origin or familial status. This statement is recognized 
as and declared to be a civil right.

www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/5/title5sec4581.html

     School & Education Help
     Homeless Teen Help
     Income & Financial Help

     Legal Help

The site makes it simple to find assistance in any of these seven areas, all you have to do is type in your zip code 
and they will give a list of resources to contact.
There are 39 state-funded shelters in New Hampshire. Types of shelters include:

     Domestic violence
     Emergency
     Transitional
     Specialty (homeless services for pregnant women, alcohol and drug addiction services for homeless individuals)
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In Maine:
If you are homeless and in need of emergency 
shelter, or need transitional or subsidized 
housing to get back on your feet, Maine 

Housing may be able to help. They finance emergency 
shelters and other affordable housing options, and 
can help you locate this housing. Also, Maine Housing 
provides rental assistance to people who are homeless 
and working toward self-sufficiency.

Caring Unlimited
(800) 239-7298

www.caring-unlimited.org 

More information on homelessness services can be 
found at:

www.mainehousing.org/programs-services/homeless   

No eligible person, regardless of their previous place 
of residence, is denied admission to a shelter if beds 
or rooms are available. Most shelters have the ability 
to admit someone 24 hours a day/seven days a week. 
Individual shelters should be contacted regarding their 
admission policies and eligibility criteria. They are not 
always open. The majority of shelters provide basic 
needs, i.e., adequate bedding, basic food, personal 
hygiene, support in becoming self-sufficient.

Shelters in the Greater Seacoast area:
Crossroads House
600 Lafayette Road
Portsmouth, NH 03801
(603) 436-2218
www.crossroadshouse.org

New Generations
568 Portsmouth Avenue
Greenland, NH 03840
(603) 436-4989
www.newgennh.org

Seacoast Interfaith Hospitality Network
6 Emery Lane, P.O. Box 233
Stratham, NH 03885
(603) 658-8448
My Friend’s Place
368 Washington Street
Dover, NH 03820
(603) 749-3017
https://www.facebook.com/MyFriendsPlaceNH

Homeless Shelter of Strafford County
18 Turnkey Way, P.O. Box 7306
Rochester, NH 03839
(603) 332-3065
www.homelesscenterforstraffco.org

More information can be found 
at: www.home4hope.com  or 
New Hampshire Coalition to End Homelessness
122 Market Street
Manchester, NH 03101
(603) 641-9441
www.nhceh.org

The New Hampshire Department of Health and Human 
Services offers an Emergency Assistance Program to 
those who meet all the requirements for the Financial 
Assistance for Needy Families program (FANF). This 
program helps families and children who are facing 
a housing or utility crisis and are without resources 
to resolve the crisis.  Permanent housing payments 
under Emergency Assistance help eligible families get 
or keep safe and healthy housing by providing funds 
for rent or utility security deposits, home heating fuel 
deliveries, or past due rent, mortgage and utility bills.
Applicants for Emergency Assistance must be 
experiencing or threatened by one or more of the 
following:

     Homelessness
     Termination of a utility
     Lack of heat, hot water or cooking fuel

The emergency situation must not be caused by an 
adult family member's refusal to accept or continue 
with employment or training.

For more information visit the New Hampshire 
Department of Health and Human Services:

www.dhhs.nh.gov/dfa/tanf/emergency.htm
129 Pleasant Street
Concord, NH 03301-3852

EMERGENCY 
ASSISTANCE
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New Hampshire Housing Finance Authority is a great 
resource for any information about home buying and 
homeownership. The hardest part of this process is 
often figuring out where to even begin.  Luckily, New 
Hampshire Housing has provided a list of steps to 
help you get started.

1. Attend a first-time home-buyer seminar. A home-
buyer seminar will help you assess your readiness to 
buy, and it will provide you with techniques to find 
and purchase the home you want.

2. Review your budget. All first-time home-buyers 
should take a hard look at their finances. Most 
buyers need to save money for their down payment, 
closing costs and other expenses associated with 
moving and future home maintenance. So, setting up a budget (and sticking to it) is important when preparing for 
homeownership.

3. Get pre-qualified. Visit a lender and ask to be pre-qualified for a mortgage loan. Once you are pre-qualified for 
a loan amount, you will be able to determine which homes are in your price range.

4. Identify the features in a home and/or community that are most important to you and your family. It's worthwhile 
to figure out what your needs are so you can narrow your home search and make the process more manageable.

5. Find a real estate professional you trust. Choose an experienced real estate professional to show you properties 
in the area you want to live. This individual also will help you make an offer on a home and negotiate the purchase 
price on a property, so make sure you find a professional that is a good fit for your needs.

6. Make an offer on a home you want to buy. Part of this step includes examining, amending and signing a Purchase 
and Sales Agreement. This document is binding, so be sure you understand the terms of the agreement before you 
sign it. Your offer should also be contingent on your ability to obtain mortgage financing and home inspections. (Feel 
free to ask your real estate professional for advice.)

7. Have the home inspected by a professional. It's generally a good idea to arrange for a licensed home inspector 
to look at a property before you purchase it. A home inspector will identify any serious issues with a home that could 
be cause for further negotiation with the seller.

8. Complete a loan package. Contact your mortgage lender and complete your loan application. Be sure to 
respond promptly to any requests from the lender for information.

9. Get formal approval from your lender. A lender's formal approval of your loan request is called a "commitment 
letter." Give a copy of this letter to your real estate professional to confirm that you have complied with the terms 
of your contract with the seller.

10. Attend your loan closing. At the closing, you will sign all of the mortgage documents and receive the deed and 
keys to your home from the seller. Be sure you have read and fully understand all closing documents since they are 
legal and binding once you have signed them.

11. Never be afraid to stop and ask questions at any time during the process. The more you know the better 
prepared you will be for homeownership!

If you have more questions about the home buying process, please contact New Hampshire Finance Authority 
directly at: (800) 649-0470 or ownership info@nhhfa.org.

HOMEOWNERSHIP
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HOMEOWNERSHIP FINANCING

In New Hampshire:
New Hampshire Housing offers mortgage 
programs for existing homeowners. Their 
mortgage programs are not just for first-time 

home-buyers! If you're already a homeowner, you could 
still qualify for one of the mortgages if you meet the 
guidelines of either the Home Flex or Home Preferred 
products. You could even qualify to refinance your 
existing home.
To apply for a New Hampshire Housing mortgage, 
contact a participating lender:
www.gonewhampshirehousing.com/need-more-help/
which-lenders-participate

New Hampshire Housing offers many programs to 
assist you financially in the home buying process:

     Home Preferred
     Home Flex
     Down Payment & Closing Costs Help
     Purchase/Rehabilitation Programs
     Voucher Assisted Mortgage Option
     Emergency Home Repair Loans
     Home Start Home-buyer Tax Credit Program

For more information from NH Housing:
P.O. Box 5087
Manchester, NH 03108

Bedford Office:
32 Constitution Drive
Bedford, NH 03110
(603) 472-8623 or (800) 649-0470

In Maine:
Maine Housing provides low fixed rate 
mortgages and other assistance to help make 
homeownership affordable for more Maine 

people. No point and low point options are available. 
There are options with little or no down payment 
required, though if you still need help with the cash 
needed for closing, they also offer down payment and 
closing cost assistance. 

Programs offered for home-buyers in Maine:

     First Home Program
     Operation New Home
     Disaster Loan Assistance Programs
     Indian Housing Mortgage Program

Although a lot of progress is being made towards 
protecting borrowers from predatory lending, this is 
still an issue that you need to watch out for.  This is when 
lending practices take advantage of borrowers in 
order to financially benefit the lender. According to the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 
these practices “strip borrowers of home equity and 
threaten families with foreclosure, destabilizing the 
very communities that are beginning to enjoy the fruits 
of our nation’s economic success.”  Innocent borrowers 
are targeted and taken advantage off, resulting in 
debt and loss of their assets. 

In New Hampshire:
New Hampshire Housing has put together tips 
for avoiding such financial loss:

   Shop for a lender and compare mortgage loan 
products and costs. 
     Beware of high fees or hidden costs. 
  Never enter false information on your loan 
application. 
    Don't be pressured into borrowing more money 
than you need. 
       Check out prices of other homes in the neighborhood. 
      Get a home inspection before you buy. 
     Be extremely suspicious of promises to refinance 
your loan to a better rate in the future. 
       If the loan terms are different at closing than what 
you understood them to be, walk away! 
     After you close on your mortgage and move into 
your new home, be wary of offers  in the mail for home 
improvements, insurance, credit lines, or to refinance 
your home. 
     Take your time before you sign! 

PREDATORY LENDING

For more information on home-buyers programs in 
Maine:
www.mainehousing.org/programs-services/home-
buyer
Maine Housing Authority
353 Water Street
Augusta, ME 04330 
(207) 626-4600 or (800) 452-4668 
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If you think you have been a victim of a predatory 
lender, please contact: 

State of New Hampshire Banking Department
53 Regional Drive, Suite 200
Concord, NH 03301
(800) 437-5991

In Maine:
Pine Tree Legal Assistance from Maine offers 
7 signs of predatory lending you should be 
aware of:

1. Excessive fees
2. Abusive prepayment penalties
3. Kickbacks to brokers (yield spread premiums)
4. Loan flipping
5. Products you don’t need
6. Mandatory arbitration
7. Steering and targeting

For more information and tips on predatory lending 
go to:
www.ptla.org/dont-borrow-trouble-mortgages-home-
equity-loans-and-refinancing

York County, Maine residents: if you have a complaint 
with a mortgage lender or debt management agency, 
report it to the Office of Consumer Credit Regulation. 
They will investigate and help you enforce your credit 
rights.

Office of Consumer Credit Regulation  
35 State House Station
Augusta, ME  04333-0035 
(207) 624-8527 
(800) DEBT LAW (332-8529)

For more information, visit:
www.maine.gov/pfr/consumer credit/index.shtml

The foreclosure process can happen quickly, and it can 
also be very confusing. Home Help NH is a statewide 
foreclosure counseling initiative that helps at-risk 
homeowners find and work with free experienced 
homeownership counselors to explore their options. 

Here are some tips to help prevent foreclosure:

     Contact your lender as soon as you realize that you 
have a problem.

If you are unable to pay your mortgage ...

     Don’t ignore the problem.
     Contact a housing counselor.
     Open and respond to all mail from your lender.
     Know your mortgage rights.
     Understand foreclosure prevention options.
     Prioritize your spending.
     Use your assets.
     Avoid foreclosure prevention companies.
     Don’t lose your house to foreclosure rescue scams!
     Don’t ignore the problem.

Visit www.homehelpnh.org for more information.

Some alternatives to foreclosure that a professional 
homeownership counselor may discuss with you:

     Forbearance - This is when a lender allows you 
to skip a payment, or allows you to make a special 
repayment plan. It’s important that you understand 
exactly what you are agreeing to with this option.

     Loan modification - Some lenders may be willing to 
change the terms of your mortgage. For example, they 
may extend your loan term or reduce your interest 
rate.

FORECLOSURE INFORMATION

     Short sale - If you owe more than 
your property is worth, a short sale may 
be a good option. A short sale is when 
you request permission from your lender 
to sell the property for less than the full 
balance owed.

      Sell - If you have equity in your 
property, selling your home and 
rightsizing to something you can afford 
is an option to avoid putting your home 
at risk.

     Deed-in-lieu of foreclosure - Your 
lender may be willing to accept your 
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property in lieu of foreclosure. Giving your home 
back to the lender will hurt your credit, but it avoids a 
foreclosure. 

    Bankruptcy - Sometimes bankruptcy, particularly 
filing under Chapter 13, may help to save your home 
from foreclosure. Be sure to speak with a legal advisor 
before pursuing this option. Even if you can’t save 
your home, a homeownership counselor can help you 
determine your next steps.

A HUD-approved housing counselor can play an 
important role if you have fallen behind on your 
mortgage payments and may be facing foreclosure.

HUD approved counseling agency staff must possess a 
working knowledge of HUD housing programs (including 
public housing), the housing programs available in the 
community, and the local housing market.

A housing counselor will help you assess your financial 
situation and offer specific suggestions on what you 
should do, free of charge.

Greater Seacoast New Hampshire resources:

The Housing Partnership  
www.housingpartnership.org

Community Home Solutions 
www.communityhomesolutions.org

A list of other housing counselor agencies in New 
Hampshire can be found here:

www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/hcc/hcs.
cfm?webListAction=search&searchstate=NH

A list of housing counselor agencies in Maine can be 
found here:

www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/hcc/hcs.
cfm?webListAction=search&searchstate=ME

A list of foreclosure related resources in Maine:

Maine Bureau of Financial Institutions
www.maine.gov/pfr/financialinstitutions

Bureau of Consumer Credit Protection  
www.maine.gov/pfr/consumercredit/index.shtml
2-1-1 Maine - www.211maine.org

Pine Tree Legal: Foreclosure Prevention Toolkit  
www.ptla.org/foreclosure-prevention-toolkit

Maine Lawyer Referral & Information Service 
www.mainebar.org/lawyer_need.asp

MOBILE HOMES
Under state law, manufactured housing is considered 
real estate. Ownership is transferred by deed rather 
than a bill of sale.

Owners of manufactured housing also have 
"homestead rights" which protect $100,000 worth 
of equity ($200,000 for a married couple) from the 
claims of most creditors. The homestead exemption 
does not protect the homeowner from the claims of 
municipalities for unpaid taxes or from the claims of 
banks or other creditors who hold mortgages on the 
manufactured home.

New Hampshire Legal Aid is a great resource to look 
at for more assistance with:

     Moving into a Park
     Obtaining Services
     Park Rules
     Sale of Your Park
     Sale of Your Home
     Rights as Tenants

You can contact New Hampshire Legal Aid at:
48 South Main Street
Concord, NH 03301
(800) 639-5290

Or read about this information here:
http://www.nhlegalaid.org/self-help-guides/housing/
mobile-homes

Many manufactured housing parks have rules that 
limit the number the people who can occupy a home.  
Such policies often exclude most of the families 
with children.  This too can be found to be illegal 
discrimination against families with children.

For more information about housing discrimination, 
contact:

NH Human Rights Commission
603) 271-2767

N H Legal Assistance 
(603) 668-2900 or (800) 562-3174

US Dept. of Housing & Urban Development
(800) 669-9777
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Rockingham Community Action
Never before has energy conservation been more important. Saving energy in many circumstances becomes a 
matter of survival. The goal of the Rockingham Community Action is to assist individuals and families to continue to live 
in their home in comfort and with dignity. The energy programs and services that they provide are for fuel assistance, 
electrical assistance, energy conservation programs, and weatherization programs. Here are some examples of 
programs offered:

Fuel Assistance – Assisting residents of Rockingham County to pay for winter heating/electricity bills.

Electrical Assistance Program – Eligible customers get a discount on their monthly electric bills. Discounts range from 
5% to 70%, depending on the customer’s gross household income and household size.

Core Energy Conservation – The CORE program is designed to help low-income consumers in existing homes to 
reduce electric and gas used for heating, cooling, lights and appliances.

Weatherization Programs – Designed to provide weatherization services to low income households to help reduce 
electric, gas and oil used for heating, cooling, lights and appliances.

For more information on all programs and services offered by Rockingham Community Action, contact them at:
4 Cutts Street
Portsmouth, NH 03801
(603) 431-2911 or (800) 556-9300
Fax: (603) 431-2916
www.rcaction.org

Community Action Partnership of Strafford County 
The Community Action Partnership works with community, state and federal partners to assist children, families, and 
low-income and elderly residents with their efforts to become or remain financially and socially independent through 
a variety of coordinated programs. Without the services provided, many local residents would be without a means 
to provide for their basic needs, including food, education, child care, utilities assistance, transportation, housing, 
emergency shelter and access to other services.

Fuel Assistance – The federally funded Low Income Home Energy Program (known as Fuel Assistance Program) 
provides certified eligible households with assistance in paying their energy bills during the winter season.

Electrical Assistance – The New Hampshire Electric Assistance Program gives eligible customers a discount on their 
monthly electric bills. The discount is from 7% to 70% depending on your gross household income, household size and 
electricity use. 

For information on these programs, contact:
Dover Office:
61 Locust Street, Suite 240
(603) 460-4237
Farmington Office:
527 Main Street
(603) 460-4313

ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRAMS

For general information:
P.O. Box 160,
Dover, NH 03821-0160
603-435-2500
Fax: 603-516-8140
www.straffordcap.org
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York County Community Action Corporation
The mission of York County Community Action provides assistance to low-income households in York County, Maine.
Low Income Energy Assistance Program – Provides assistance for heating fuel bills to income-eligible households.

Energy Crisis Intervention Program – Provides emergency financial assistance for home heating or for utility disconnects 
if the heating system needs electricity to run.

Low Income Assistance Program – Provides financial assistance electric bills.

For more information, please contact:
Energy Services
(207) 324-5762 Option 8,
or (in York County) (800) 965-5762 Option 8

Sanford (Main) Office:
6 Spruce Street, P.O. Box 72
Sanford, ME 04073
(207) 490-5762 or (800) 965-5762
www.yccac.org

New Hampshire Community Loan Fund
Individual Development Accounts (IDAs) - IDAs are special, matched savings accounts that help people with limited 
incomes save to buy a home or car, or to pay for college or technical school.

The New Hampshire Community Loan Fund provides IDAs through a statewide network of community partner 
organizations.

Biddeford Office:
15 York Street, Bldg. 9
Biddeford, ME 04005
(207) 283-1397

Kittery Office:
120 Rogers Road, Room A102
Kittery, ME 03904
(207) 439-1973

For a list of those organizations, visit:
www.communityloanfund.org/how-we-help/ida/resources
Here’s how it works: New Hampshire IDA Program 
participants deposit between $25 and $200 each month 
into their IDA savings accounts – up to a maximum $2,000 
– and the IDA program contributes three times that 
amount. Someone who has saved the maximum will end up 
with a total of $8,000 – their $2,000 in personal savings 
plus $6,000 in match.

You must meet certain requirements to participate in the 
IDA program. You must earn some income, but have limited 
earnings and net worth, and be willing to attend financial 
trainings.

For more information, contact:

New Hampshire Community Loan Fund
7 Wall Street
Concord, NH 03301
(603) 224-6669
www.communityloanfund.org
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For years, residents of New Hampshire have been concerned about the availability of housing that is affordable to 
their labor force. In 2008, the New Hampshire Legislature passed a law that requires every community in the State 
to provide reasonable and realistic opportunities for the development of affordable housing. Written below, you will 
find the detailed law that explains the meaning of affordable housing.

The New Hampshire ‘workforce housing’ definitions and opportunities can be found in NH RSA 647:58-61.

NH WORKFORCE HOUSING LAW

“Affordable” means housing with combined 
rental and utility costs or combined mortgage 
loan debt services, property taxes, and required 
insurance that do not exceed 30 percent of a 
household’s gross annual income.

“Multi-family housing” for the purpose of 
workforce housing developments, means a 
building or structure containing 5 or more 
dwelling units, each designed for occupancy by 
an individual household.

“Reasonable and realistic opportunities for 
the development of workforce housing” means 
opportunities to development economically 
viable workforce housing within the framework 
of a municipality’s ordinances and regulations 
adopted pursuant to this chapter and consistent 
with RSA 672:1, III-e. The collective impact of all 
such ordinances and regulations on a proposal 
for the development of workforce housing shall be 
considered in determining whether opportunities 
for the development of workforce housing are 
reasonable and realistic. If the ordinances and 
regulations of a municipality make feasible the 
development of sufficient workforce housing to 
satisfy the municipality’s obligation under RSA 
674:59, and such development is not unduly 
inhibited by natural features, the municipality 
shall not be in violation of its obligation under 
RSA 674:59 by virtue of economic conditions 
beyond control of the municipality that affect 
the economic viability of workforce housing 
development.

“Workforce housing” means housing which is 
intended for sale and which is affordable to a 
household with an income of no more than 100 
percent of the medium income for a 4-person 
household for the metropolitan area or county in 
which the housing is located as published annually 
by the United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. “Workforce Housing” also 
means rental housing which is affordable to a 
household with an income of no more than 60 
percent of the medium income for a 3-person 
household for the metropolitan area or county in 
which the housing is located as published annually 
by the United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. Housing developments 
that exclude minor children from more than 20 
percent of the units, or in which more than 50 
percent of the dwelling units have fewer than 
two bedrooms, shall not constitute workforce 
housing for the purposes of this subdivision.
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This is an update to information that New Hampshire Housing provided to the Legislature in 2008 as it deliberated 
on the Workforce Housing Statute. The purpose of this table is to assist municipalities in implementing the NH 
Workforce Housing Statute, RSA 674:58 – 61. This analysis incorporates statutory requirements, and reasonable 
market assumptions for the targeted household’s income levels such as interest rate, down payment, mortgage term, 
taxes, and insurance.

2013 WORKFORCE HOUSING PURCHASE AND RENTAL LIMITS 
NEW HAMPSHIRE

Household 
Income

Estimated 
Affordable 
Purchase Price

Household   
Income

Estimated 
Affordable 
Monthly Rent

HUD Metropolitan Fair Market Rent 
Areas (HMFA):
Boston-Cambridge-Quincy MA-NH $94,400 $355,000 $50,980 $1,270

Hillsborough Co. NH (Part) $81,000 $265,000 $43,740 $1,090

Lawrence, MA-NH $84,000 $284,000 $45,850 $1,150

Manchester, NH $75,700 $258,000 $40,880 $1,020

Nashua, NH $92,700 $313,000 $50,060 $1,250

Portsmouth-Rochester, NH $84,000 $291,000 $45,360 $1,130

Western Rockingham Co., NH $103,600 $350,000 $55,940 $1,400

County Fair-Market Rent Areas (Non 
Metro):
Belknap County $69,000 $248,000 $37,260 $930

Carroll County $63,900 $247,000 $34,510 $860

Cheshire County $68,800 $222,000 $37,150 $930

Coos County $56,100 $188,000 $30,290 $760

Grafton County $69,400 $244,000 $37,480 $940

Merrimack County $79,700 $265,000 $43,040 $1,080

Sullivan County $65,900 $224,000 $35,590 $890

OWNERSHIP  
100% HUD Median Area Income Family of Four

RENTERS
60% HUD Medium Area Income for a family of Three

Chart figures are updated annually, for an up to date set of data, check in at the New Hampshire Housing Finance 
Authority website: www.nhhfa.org
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Area Median 2-Bedroom Rent Household Income Required to 
Support Rent

Percent of Est. 2013 Renter 
Household Median Income

Statewide $1,076 $43,000 118%

Belknap County $1,005 $40,200 118%

Carroll County $964 $38,600 133%

Cheshire County $1,039 $41,600 131%

Coos County $657 $26,300 122%

Grafton County $985 $39,400 107%

Hillsborough County $1,147 $45,900 118%

Merrimack County $1,064 $42,600 126%

Rockingham County $1,224 $49,000 114%

Strafford County $981 $39,200 115%
Sullivan County $925 $37,000 121%

Household Income Required to Afford 2013 Median 2-Bedroom Rent 

Area Index Median Home 
Price

Median Income Income Needed 
to Afford Median 
Home Price

Home Price

Affordable to

Median Income

Households

Statewide .96 $165,000 $45,530 $47,305 $158,811

Berwick 1.12 $166,500 $54,055 $48,222 $186,639

Eliot .98 $258,150 $68,723 $69,968 $253,556

Kittery .75 $262,000 $54,262 $71,951 $197,587

Portland-So. Port-
land

(MA Housing 
Market)

.89 $215,000 $54,459 $61,133 $191,529

Sanford 1.06 $135,000 $41,402 $38,939 $143,537

Sanford

(Micropolitan 
Housing Market)

1.0 $146,900 $42,501 $42,320 $147,529

South Berwick 1.09 $216,000 $65,638 $60,090 $235,943

Wells .96 $220,500 $56,584 $58,861 $211,969

York (Town of) .75 $340,000 $66,737 $89,486 $253,565

York County .94 $205,000 $52,860 $56,482 $191,853

2012 Housing Facts for York County - Homeownership Affordability Index 1

WHAT IS CONSIDERED AFFORDABLE?

ESTIMATES OF HOUSING AFFORDABILITY FOR MAINE
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Area Households Unable to Afford 
Average
2 BR Rent

Total Renter 
Households

Average 2 BR 
Rent
(w/utilities)

Income Needed
to Afford Average 
2 BR Rent

Percent Number Annual Hourly

Statewide 53.7% 82,993 154,519 $800 $31,986 $15.38

Biddeford 58.6% 2,285 3,901 $863 $33,235 $16.59

Sanford 55.8% 1,874 3,360 $831 $33,235 $15.98

Sanford

(Micropolitan Housing Market) 55.4% 1996 3,606 $831 $33,235 $15.98

Portland-So. Portland

(MA Housing Market) 54.3% 25,039 46,143 $970 $38,786 $18.65

York County 52.4% 10,657 20,352 $886 $35,436 $17.04

Congressional District 1 50.5% 40,357 79,949 $835 $33,414 $16.06

The Homeownership Affordability Index is the ratio of Home Price Affordable at Median Income to Median Home 
Price. An index of less than 1 means the area is generally unaffordable - i.e., a household earning area median 
income could not cover the payment on a median priced home (30 year mortgage, taxes and insurance) using no 
more than 28% of gross income.
Data provided by Maine Housing: 2012 Housing Facts for York County

Renter Households Unable to Afford Average 2-Bedroom Units

WORKFORCE HOUSING: WHAT CAN BE DONE?
The lack of an adequate and balanced supply of housing in the Seacoast poses a significant threat to the region’s 
economic health and future. Addressing the issue requires that a broad range of individuals, organizations and public 
officials become engaged in efforts to change attitudes towards housing development.

WHAT CAN BUSINESS LEADERS DO?
Communicate with state and local policy makers about the need for an adequate and balanced supply of housing 
in the Seacoast and advocate for public policies and resources that support the development for workforce housing.

Talk with your local Chamber of Commerce and other business leaders about forming a business housing coalition in 
your area to advocate for policies and programs that support the creation of housing for working families.
Serve on the boards of community development corporations and other nonprofit housing providers and support 
their efforts to create housing.

Take advantage of state and federal tax credit programs that provide equity for housing development while reducing 
tax liability.

Participate in local planning efforts and sit on local housing-related boards and commissions.

Offer employer-assisted housing programs that provide assistance with down payments or security deposits and 
encourage employee participation in home-buyer education classes.
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WHAT CAN MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS DO?

WHAT CAN STATE POLICYMAKERS DO?

WHAT CAN ALL CITIZENS DO?

       Recognize the importance of an adequate and balanced housing supply to your community’s economic well-being 
and ensure that your community’s planning, zoning and land use regulations and practices permit and encourage 
workforce housing development that will adequately meet the region’s and state’s housing needs.

    Ensure that local regulatory policies, such as building and fire codes, do not unnecessarily add to the cost of 
creating new workforce housing.

    Exempt affordable housing from fees and building caps, and create flexibility in other requirements – such as 
density standards – to reduce the cost of housing development.

      Implement mechanisms like incentive zoning, which allow new housing developments to include a certain amount 
of housing for low and moderate-income households, or mixed-use zoning that allows a blend of commercial and 
residential development in a town center.

     Support the work of local nonprofit housing providers to help meet your community’s housing needs and consider 
transferring municipally owned land and buildings suitable for residential use to nonprofit housing providers.

     Recognize the direct connection between an adequate and balanced supply of housing and the state’s continued 
economic well-being.

     Establish a long-term commitment to ensuring that the state achieves and maintains a healthy infrastructure to 
support ongoing economic growth and prosperity.

    Provide guidance and support to local governments to ensure that state-delegated planning and land use 
regulatory authority is used to promote a balanced and adequate supply of housing for all Seacoast residents.

     Provide incentives to communities that show leadership in addressing the state’s workforce housing needs.

     Learn the facts about the local housing situation and recognize the link between an adequate and balanced 
housing supply and the state’s economic and social stability.

    Participate in local planning processes and monitor local regulatory practices to ensure that they provide 
reasonable opportunities for appropriate housing development.

     Tell your local officials that you expect them to support actions, which lead to a balanced housing supply, and be 
prepared to support specific housing initiatives that make sense for your community.

     Participate in the work of local nonprofit housing development organizations or other housing providers.

     Communicate your concern about the lack of adequate housing to state policymakers and advocate for policies 
and programs that support housing development. 
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Housing/Rental Information:

The Housing Partnership
767 Islington Street, P.O. Box 466
Portsmouth, NH 03802-0466
www.housingpartnership.org
(603) 431-3620

NH Coalition to End Homelessness
www.home4hope.com
(603) 641-9441 x251

Help for New Hampshire Homeowners
www.homehelpnh.org
For immediate foreclosure assistance call 2-1-1

Maine Affordable Housing Coalition
307 Cumberland Avenue
Portland, ME 04101
(207) 245-3341
www.mainehousingcoalition.org

U.S. Dept. of Housing & Urban Development - Rental 
Assistance
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD/topics/rental_
assistance
(207) 945-0467 (ME)
(603) 666-7510 (NH)

Financial/Legal Information:

NH Housing Finance Authority
32 Constitution Drive
Bedford, NH 03110
(800) 640-7239
www.nhhfa.org

NH Legal Aid
Legal Advice & Referral Center
15 Green Street
Concord, NH 03301
(800) 639-5290
www.nhlegalaid.org

GENERAL HELP RESOURCES

NH Community Loan Fund
7 Wall Street
Concord, NH 03301
(603) 224-6669
www.communityloanfund.org

Pine Tree Legal Assistance
88 Federal Street
P.O. Box 547
Portland, ME 04112-0547
(207) 774-8211
www.ptla.org

Health and Human Services:

NH Dept. of Health & Human Services
www.dhhs.state.nh.us
129 Pleasant Street
Concord, NH 03301-3852

State of ME Dept. of Health & Human Services
221 State Street
Augusta, ME 04333-0040
(207) 287-3707
www.maine.gov/dhhs/housing_homeless.shtml

Community Action/ Energy Services:

Rockingham Community Action
www.rcaction.org
(603) 431-2911

Community Action Partnership of Strafford County
www.straffordcap.org
(603) 435-2500

York County Community Action
Offices in Sanford, Biddeford and Kittery, ME
www.yccac.org
800-965-5762
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HOUSING AUTHORITIES

New Hampshire Housing Finance Authority
32 Constitution Drive
Bedford, NH 03110
(800) 640-7239
www.nhhfa.org

Greater Seacoast, New Hampshire:

Dover Housing Authority
62 Whittier Street
Dover, NH 03820
(603) 742-5804
www.doverhousingauthority.org

Exeter Housing Authority
277 Water Street
Exeter, NH 03833
(603) 778-8110
www.exeternh.gov/bcc/exeter-housing-authority

Newmarket Housing Authority
34 Gordon Avenue
Newmarket, NH 03857
(603) 659-5444
www.newmarketha.org

Rochester Housing Authority
77 Olde Farm Lane 
Rochester, NH 03867
(603) 332-4126
https://www.rhanh.org/

Somersworth Housing Authority
25 Bartlett Street, Suite A
Somersworth, NH 03878
(603) 692-2864
www.somersworthhousing.org

Portsmouth Housing Authority
245 Middle Street
Portsmouth, NH 03801
(603) 436-4310
www.porthousing.org

York County, Maine:

Biddeford Housing Authority
22 South Street  
Biddeford, ME 04005
(207) 282-6537

Maine State Housing Authority
353 Water Street
Augusta, ME 04330
(800) 452-4668
www.mainehousing.org

Sanford Housing Authority
114 Emery Street 
Sanford, ME 04073
(207) 324-6747
www.sanfordhousing.org

York Housing Authority
4 Pine Grove Lane 
York, ME 03909
(207) 363-8444
www.yorkhousing.info
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Greater Seacoast, New Hampshire:

Exeter Area Chamber of Commerce
24 Front Street, Suite 101
Exeter, NH 03833
(603) 772-2411
www.exeterarea.org

Hampton Area Chamber of Commerce
1 Lafayette Road, P.O. Box 790
Hampton, NH 03842
(603) 926-8718
www.hamptonchamber.com

Greater Dover Chamber of Commerce
550 Central Avenue
Dover, NH 03820
(603) 742-2218
www.dovernh.org

Greater Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce
500 Market Street
Portsmouth, NH 03802
(603) 610-5510
www.portsmouthchamber.org

Greater Rochester Chamber of Commerce
18 S Main St
Rochester, NH 03867
(603) 332-5080
http://www.rochesternh.org/

Greater Somersworth Chamber of Commerce
58 High Street, P.O. Box 615
Somersworth, NH 03878
(603) 692-7175
www.somersworthchamber.com

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

York County, Maine:

Greater York Region Chamber of Commerce
1 Stonewall Lane
York, ME 03909
(207) 363-4422
www.gatewaytomaine.org

Sanford/Springvale Chamber of Commerce
917 Main Street, Suite B
Sanford, ME 04073
(207) 324 4280
www.sanfordchamber.org

Contact your local Chamber of Commerce office. They 
welcome visitors and can answer questions and will 
know in which direction to point you.
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Community Builders is the Workforce Housing Coalition of the Greater Seacoast’s name for a distinguished group 
of local businesses that make a commitment to support the Coalition’s mission and the development of workforce 
housing in the Greater Seacoast Region. For an annual contribution of $1,000.00, Community Builders gain access 
to a wide array of valuable marketing opportunities, as well as, all the benefits of a Coalition corporate membership. 
For more information , visit www.seacoastwhc.org.

Community Builders

“Chinburg Properties, Inc. is a fully integrated development and 
construction firm with over 20 years of experience in New Hampshire 
and Maine. Chinburg Properties has grown from a small family 
business to the largest builder of homes in the Seacoast region, while 
maintaining its fundamental values of integrity, honesty and quality.”
www.chinburg.com
3 Penstock Way – Newmarket, NH 03857 – (603) 868-5995

“Donahue, Tucker & Ciandella, PLLC is a full-service law firm with 
offices in Exeter, Portsmouth and Meredith NH.  Since the Firm began 
in 1985, the lawyers at DTC have had a deep involvement with the 
New Hampshire communities where they represent individual clients 
and developers, and multiple municipalities throughout the State.”
www.dtclawyers.com
Offices located in Exeter, Meredith and Portsmouth NH.

“GL Rogers and Company, Inc. has a vision to make a positive impact 
on the communities in which we manage property by partnering with 
stakeholders on improvements and developments. Our mission is to 
provide superior service to our tenants and provide a consistent return 
on investment to our shareholders and partners.  ”
www.glrogers.com
7 Banks Rock Road - York Harbor, ME 03911 - (207) 363-0400

“Kennebunk Savings Bank is an independent and mutual community 
bank and full-service financial institution for retail and commercial
customers that employs more than 280 people. Kennebunk Savings,
with over $860 million in assets, contributes 10 percent of its annual 
earnings each year to local charitable organizations through its
Community Promise.”
www.kennebunksavings.com
Offices throughout the NH & ME Greater Seacoast region.
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“Optima Bank & Trust is the Seacoast’s only locally-owned commercial 
bank. We understand the local market and customize loans to meet your 
unique commercial and personal borrowing needs. Whether you're a 
business owner, entrepreneur, professional or executive, Optima has all of 
the deposit products you expect from a full-service bank.”
www.optimabank.com
Offices located in No. Hampton, Portsmouth,  Stratham and Dover NH.

People’s United Bank became a community builder in 2013. Tammy 
Buchanan, Assistant Vice President of Government Bank and Finance said, 
“We support the Workforce Housing Coalition in their efforts to sustain 
programs to find solutions for affordable housing so that people can live 
in the communities in which they work.”People’s United Bank, is a premier, 
community-based, regional bank in the Northeast offering commercial and 
retail banking, as well as wealth management services through a network 
of 418 retail locations. The Bank also has a long history of employee 
volunteerism, as a community’s health and strength has an important 
impact on the performance of businesses operating within it. They choose 
to make a difference in our world by working to improve the quality of life 
throughout our footprint.
www.peoples.com
Offices throughout the NH & ME Greater Seacoast region.

Become part of the solution
The lack of a balanced housing supply in the Greater Seacoast Region has wide-ranging impacts and many possible 
solutions. We tackle the complex issues that contribute to our region’s limited housing options and are working on 
improving the climate for the development of affordable workforce housing.

You can become part of the solution! Your Workforce Housing Coalition membership can make a real difference. 
Memberships start at just $35 for individuals and $75 for businesses. Visit our website for more information on 
individual and corporate memberships, and Community Builder designation. www.seacoastwhc.org

McConnell Center, Suite 302A
61 Locust St. 
Dover, NH 03820
(603) 205-0539
info@seacoastwhc.org
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“Founded in 1818, Eastern Bank is the largest and oldest mutual bank in 
the country, with $9.9 billion in assets and nearly 100 branches serving 
communities in Massachusetts and New Hampshire. Eastern, which offers 
banking, investments and insurance under one roof, is a recognized leader 
in corporate social responsibility and for its advocacy on behalf of a 
number of social justice causes.”
www.easternbank.com
163 Deer St, Portsmouth, NH 03801



We would like to thank our major funding partners with whom this guide, and other important work, would not be 
possible. 

Your statewide housing resource! Through a broad range of rental and homeownership programs, New Hampshire 
Housing Finance Authority promotes, finances and supports affordable housing for Granite State residents.  
www.nhhfa.org

The Regional Economic Development Center (REDC) is a private, non-profit organization that offers technical 
assistance, financing through various funding sources and partnerships, business development training, and referrals 
to its extensive network of partners. The REDC seeks to promote responsible, sustainable economic development 
activities within the 42 communities that reside in its territory.  www.redc.com

The United Way of the Greater Seacoast brings our communities together to help improve people’s lives and 
strengthen the neighborhoods in our region.   www.uwgs.org

WORKFORCE
HOUSING COALITION

OF THE GREATER SEACOAST

The McConnell Center, Suite 302A
61 Locust Street

Dover, NH 03820
www.seacoastwhc.org


